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The area known as the Flow Country in Caithness and Sutherland hosts the
world’s most extensive actively accumulating blanket bog. It stores 400
million tonnes of CO, equivalent and supports an exceptional range of
peatland biodiversity.

However, some peatland within the Flow Country is drained, degraded, drying
out and releasing carbon. Restoration can bring these areas back to healthy,
functioning bogs reducing carbon emissions and over time sequestering carbon
dioxide from the air, turning the peatland from a carbon source back to a
carbon sink.

Restored peatland can benefit local communities by increasing resilience to
drought, flooding and wildfire events, as well as enhancing habitats for wildlife
and improving water quality in peatland burns and the rivers they flow into.

Peatland restoration also brings employment, research and education
opportunities, and income from carbon sales.

The Flow Country Partnership exists to bring together a community including
crofters, farmers, landowners, land managers, local businesses, residents,
ecologists and local government to grow the resilience of the Flow Country
and its people. It is looking for partners to restore peatlands, safeguarding
against threats like wildfires and bolstering Scotland’s Net Zero ambitions, and
through these efforts create opportunities for thriving communities.
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Peatland restoration projects help to lock away carbon in the peatland
and therefore reduce emissions. These emissions reductions can be
quantified and verified through the [IUCN Peatland Code, to

generate carbon units.

* The quantity of carbon units available and project duration possible
depends on the size, peatland condition, peat depth, planned
restoration work, and aspirations of the landowner/land manager(s).

* The market for peatland carbon is an emerging one, and prices for the
sale of carbon units remain uncertain. FCRL has been modelling

between £25 - £55 per carbon unit. Peatland Code projects

can run from

30t 100

yea rs

* Carbon units can be sold as Pending Issuance Units (PIUs) or
Peatland Carbon Units (PCUs). PIUs represent the predicted future
emissions, and they can be sold at any point following completion of
restoration and validation.

* PIUs are converted to PCUs through the Peatland Code verification
process, which takes place five years after completion of restoration
and every ten years thereafter. PCUs represent actual emissions
reductions confirmed to have been achieved during the associated
verification time period.

* We are confident that we will be able to achieve a premium price for
“Flow Country” carbon units due to World Heritage Site branding
and the wider social and community benefits associated with Flow
Country Partnership projects.
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Small, Moderate (e.g. 200 ha) Carbon Units - 824
Price Per Unit - £25 £20,600

£35 £28,840

£45 £37,080

£55 £45,320

-~

Medium, Moderate (e.g. 600 ha) 2,472
£61,800 £123,525
£86,520 )

. £111,240 £222,345
. £135,960 £271,

7,352 14,706
£183,800 £367,650
£257,320 £514,710
£330,840 £661,770
£404,360 £808,830
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STAGE

Scoping & Proposal

Project Feasibility

Restoration Plan Development
Contract Development

Peatland ACTION Funding Application
Peatland Code Project Plan Validation
Pre-restoration Species Surveys

Restoration

Peatland Code Restoration Validation
PIUs Available to Sell

Initial Monitoring & Potential Maintenance

Peatland Code Verifications
PCUs Available to Sell
Monitoring & Potential Maintenance
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TIMESCALE

SCOPING & PROPOSAL -
PEATLAND ACTION
FUNDING APPLICATION:
APPROX. 9 MONTHS
(VARIES DEPENDING ON
PROJECT SIZE AND
COMPLEXITY)

RESTORATION - 1 YEAR FOLLOWING
PEATLAND ACTION APPLICATION

YEAR 1 POST RESTORATION

YEARS 1-4 POST RESTORATION

YEAR 5 POST RESTORATION &
SUBSEQUENTLY EVERY 10 YEARS
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- The Schedule

OUTPUTS

1. Signed MoUs & Restoration Project Proposal
Report

2. Draft long-term Land Management Plan &
UK Land Carbon Registry project registration

3. Restoration Plan, contractor tendering,
consultations & permission requests

4. Agreed Contract between landowner, land

manager(s) & FCRL

S. Agreed contractor, costing and funding
application submitted

6. Completed Project Plan Validation & updated

estimate of carbon units

7. Reports, species protection plans & timescale
for works

8. Completed restoration, claims and final reports

9. Completed Restoration Validation

10. Monitoring data & organisation of
maintenance, if required

11. Monitoring date & organisation of any
maintenance, if required
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Flow Country Landscape: Steve Moore
Flow Country Conference: Marcus Evans
Flow Country Conference: Marcus Evans
Red Deer: Lorne Gill
Armadale Farm Restoration: Joyce Campbell
* Achentoul Estate Restoration: Kirsty Mackay
* Flow Country Conference: Marcus Evans
* Flow Country Conference: Marcus Evans

* The Flow Country: RPSB Forsinard Flows Restoration Team

* The Flow Country: RSPB Forsinard Flows Restoration Team

» Armadale Farm Restoration: Joyce Campbell
Golden Plover: Joyce Campbell
The Flow Country Sunset: Audrey Parsons
Sheep Dog at Work: Joyce Campbell
Red Deer: Lorne Gill

Crofting: Andy Hay
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